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Vice President’s Corner 

My gosh, April is already over.  This year is going so fast, espe-
cially when I was gone on a field trip to Topaz Mt., Utah with the 
club.  What a great time I had, but let me tell you it was work!  
Pounding rocks to get the gem, topaz.  Carole Kowalik, is that why 
you "teach" the Jr. Rock Rollers how to break up the rocks?  I 
could have used some help.  I want to say a special thanks to Rick 
and Kathy Freitas for letting my brother and I ride with them when 
it became obvious we needed a 4-wheel drive vehicle.  This is an 
example of the friendship that I have had the pleasure of finding at 
the Roseville Rock Rollers Society. 
 

This event also gave me the opportunity to "dig" for fossils.  
(More breaking of rocks). Just like I used to think I would never 
be a rockhound, I definitely had no interest in digging for fossils.  
Not until I found my first trilobite. Now I want to really dig for 
fossils. (Not sure there is room in my garage for my new interest.) 
 

Our Educational Program for May 14, 2019 will be a presentation 
by Charles Dailey, recently retired from Sierra College Biology 
Department. The program is about some of the things we can learn 
about the history of the solar system and universe from astronomy 
and meteorites, and some things about the future.  
 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there.               
— Jan Kessler 

With little else to report, I figured that I would provide a different 
tip each month that I have learned through others or some random 
book forgotten by most. This month I thought I would let you all 
know about liquid whiteout and yellow ochre and its use when 
silver soldering. 
 

When soldering several joints to a single piece and each one needs 
to be worked separately, have some inexpensive liquid whiteout 
handy. Merely paint on the liquid whiteout all around the solder 
joint. This prevents the solder from running when heating the 
piece again to attach another solder joint. Take note, quench the 
piece and clean it with soapy warm water and a soft brush before 
placing it in your pickle pot. I have found that the residue clouds 
your pickle pot much faster than normal. Reapply the liquid white-
out before performing each subsequent solder joint. 
 

Yellow ochre (still available) performs this same function and can 
usually be found at your jewelry supply store. A bottle of yellow 
ochre powder should last a person forever, due to not needing very 
much. The bonus with using yellow ochre is that the piece can go 
directly into the pickle pot. Otherwise the yellow ochre functions 
just like the liquid whiteout. 
 

Well, get out there and start making some extravagant soldered 
pieces using this technique. 

—Glenn Fiala 

 

Educational Program  
for May 14, 2019 

At the Maidu Center, see map Page 4 
 

Charles Dailey  
from Sierra College 

on Meteorites 
 
We can learn about the history of the 
solar system and the universe from as-
tronomy and meteorites. 
 
Learn about the formation of the moon, 
the asteroid belt, and many facts that 
meteorites can tell us about such 
events! 



 

The Rollin’ Rock            Roseville Rock Rollers              Page  2               www.rockrollers.com             May 2019 

MINUTES FOR ROSEVILLE ROCK ROLLERS  

EDUCATIONAL MEETING APRIL 9, 2019  

Call to Order at 7:09 p.m. President Glenn Fiala. 
Flag Salute. 
Introductions by Guests. 
Present: Members 63+, Juniors3, and Guests 8. 
Program – Juniors’ Advisor Carole Kowalik reported there 

were 3 Rookies at the Juniors’ meeting.  Evan Ogden 
gave a presentation on amethyst.  The activity was mak-
ing Zen gardens. 

Sunshine – no report. 
Drawings- winners were: Member, George Comas; Junior, 

Evan Ogden and Guest, Cassie Prichard. 
Treasurer – Terry Yoschak reported she is working on 

paying bills related to the show. 
Secretary/Membership – Florence Brady reported 236 

members with applications being accepted during the 
meeting. 

Vice President – Glenn reported the May Ed. Mtg. will be 
a presentation by Charles Dailey on meteorites. 

CFMS Director – Mike Hunerlach had no report. 
Vest, Tee Shirts & Patches – Debi Roberts has club items 

for sale. 
Field Trips – Glenn reported the Topaz Mt. field trip is 

getting underway and to be e-mailed is a CO-OP field 
trip to the Red Hill area. 

Librarian/Historian – Karla Shannon reported she has a 
new book on quartz and is still working on books that 
have not been returned.  Rock and Gem magazines are 
available for checkout along with books. 

Show – Show Chair Jim Hutchings gave a brief summary of 
the 2019 show.  The drawings for the Workers’ Raffle 
were done.  Winners were: Florence Brady, amethyst 
geode; winners for either a vest with patch or family 
membership, were: Gary Peterson, Judy Jennings and 
Shirley Penman.  Winners for a vial with gold (given by 
Jim Hutchings) were: April Polhamus, Catherine 
Mather, Richard Kowaleski, Darlene Becker and Gina 
Malcolm, 

Lapidary Shop –Chair, Denise Coyne reported the “Open 
House” held on March 31st, was very successful, with a 
turnout of members and show visitors.  Lapidary orien-
tation classes continue to be held Monday and Wednes-
day nights along with Crafty Day on first and third Mon-
days, along with Mineral ID done on Monday nights.    
Rob Blazina has repaired the roof area which was leak-
ing. 

Lapidary Classes – the upcoming class on wire wrapping 
is filled with a wait list started.  George Comas has of-
fered to give a class on opals.  Refer to the monthly bul-
letin for class offerings. 

Refreshments – need signups for the May Ed. Mtg. 
Old Business – Glenn explained the scholarship to be of-

fered to an RRR member at Camp Paradise. 
New Business – none 
General Announcements – see bulletin for shows. 
Program – the annual oral auction was held by Tim Carl-

son and Janet Longueira, assisted by Keith Lindholm 
and Hugh Brady who reviewed the auction rules.  6 
items were for Juniors and the remainder of the auction 
consisted of 37 items which included lapidary equip-
ment, jewelry, and mineral specimens. 

Adjournment – meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  

MINUTES FOR ROSEVILLE ROCK ROLLERS  

BOARD MEETING APRIL 9, 2019  

Call to Order at 7:00 p.m. by President Glenn Fiala 
Present: a quorum was present.  (Absent: Mike & Rene’ 

Hunerlach, Jim Hutchings, Jan Kessler, Karla Shannon, 
Martha Nichols.  Guest: Denise Coyne. 

Minutes – a motion was MSA to approve the minutes for Bd. 
Mtg. March 26, 2019 and Ed. Mtg. & Bd. Mtgs April 9, 
2019. 

Correspondence – Florence Brady reported receiving a no-
tice for the 10th Annual Miners’ Weekend Gold Show at 
the 16-1 Mine on June 15 & 16.  An e-mail notice will be 
sent to members. 

Treasurer – Terry Yoschak she has the financial records for 
the Society for 2018 ready to give to Kim Fiala to audit.  
The annual oral auction made $1433. 

Secretary – Florence Brady reported membership is 243.  A 
motion was MSA to approve the membership application 
for Mary Hufft pending payment of the $7.00 name badge. 

Vice President – the program for the May Ed. Mtg. will be a 
presentation on meteorites given by Charles Dailey. 

CFMS Director – Mike Hunerlach was absent.   
Field Trips – Gene Doyle updated the Board on the field trips 

to Delta, UT area.  (Topaz Mt.)   An upcoming trip will be 
to the Stifle Claim near Georgetown.  May will be the get 
together at the opal mines. 

Librarian – Karla Shannon was absent.  Glenn has some 
magazines on beading to donate to the library. 

Bulletin – Terry reported the deadline for the May bulletin 
will be May 1st. 

Lapidary Classes – Cathy Nelson shared upcoming classes, 
including some new classes. 

Show – Jim Hutchings was absent.  Glenn updated the Board 
on possible solutions to the parking fees for the 2020 
Show.  The Board approved Jim Hutchings as Show Chair 
and Glenn Fiala as Assistant Show Chair. 

Lapidary Shop – Denise Coyne shared information on the 
lapidary classes and the rocks stored behind the shop.  
Glenn will contact Robbie at the FG’s and get further in-
formation.  Discussed was the possibility of having an 
RRR member empty the septic tank using his company’s 
equipment.  Denise was going to get more information to 
see if they would be putting chemicals in the unit to help 
break down the waste. She is supposed to get back to us. It 
was decided to charge $2 per cut to use the 18” and 24” 
saws.  Limits will be done to how many cuts can be done.  
Denise shared the idea of teaching classes on cutting 
rocks.  Two new wire racks were installed in the saw shed.  
Jim Hutchings and Glenn will discuss the development of 

MINUTES FOR ROSEVILLE ROCK ROLLERS  

BOARD MEETING APRIL 23, 2019  

Call to Order – at 8:55 p.m. by President Glenn Fiala. 
Present – 8 officers, a quorum was present. 
Membership Applications – a motion was MSA to approve 

the membership applications for: Brian & Susan Bellew, 
Linda Estabrook, Ronnie Goodlund, Chris Miller, Rob 
Mohoff, Sarah Petersen, and Steven & Frances Todd. 

Adjournment – meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Florence Brady, RRR Secretary 
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Rookie Rock Roller News 
 

The Rookies will meet at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Maidu Center on May 14, 
2019.   
(See map to Maidu on Page 4) 
 
At our last meeting, in April, we 

had a presentation on amethyst by Evan Ogden.  He did 
a great job.  He also gave all of the juniors a wonderful 
dark purple sample of amethyst for their collections.  For 
the activity, we made Zen gardens with sand, rocks, 
shells, and plant life.  
 
For the May meeting, we will learn about the three types 
of rocks; igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic.  After 
our talk, we will have a fun rock related activity.  
 
As usual, see me if you are interested in working on 
badges.  We can make it convenient for your family’s 
schedule.  
 
See you at the meeting, 
 

Carole Kowalik, Junior Advisor 
(916) 871-0573  home3004@gmail.com 

 

 

Welcome New Members:Welcome New Members:Welcome New Members:Welcome New Members:    
 

Brian & Susan Bellew 

Linda Estabrook 

Mary Hufft  

Ronnie Goodlund 

Chris Miller 

Rob Mohoff 

Sarah Petersen 

Steven & Frances Todd 

 

 

Sunshine 
 

When you know of any member who is ill or has been 
hospitalized, please contact our Sunshine Chair, Heather 
Crane, at (818) 903-4433 or hmcrane7@gmail.com 

a shop policy.  Board discussed using a camera for moni-
toring who uses the shop.  It was decided to change the 
code for the relator lock box.  Glenn will research another 
lock system and types of cameras that could be used. The 
doors need to be replaced with metal, reinforced doors and 
perhaps new locks. 

Directors – Cathy Nelson shared her concerns with the usage 
of equipment.  Stan Bollinger gave an update on the con-
struction.  The structural steel should be done by the end 
of July.  Panels and the roof will be started in August.  
Stan offered to help Jim Hutchings with the needed setup 
for each Educational Meeting. 

Juniors – Carole Kowalik reported for the May meeting will 
be instruction on the 3 types of rocks.  A rock activity will 
also be done. 

Old Business –  
Dino Day at Sierra College – May 5th – RRR volunteers will 

be needed to help Jim Hutchings who will have a space. 
New Business –  
Storage Trailer – discussed the problems with the storage 

trailer and the possible need to replace.  We will get fur-
ther information from Kelley Ballard on the items inside 
the trailer and suggested solutions for getting a replace-
ment trailer.  Suggestions were a cargo or horse trailer. 

Donations – received bags to use on field trips, cabbing and 
polisher machines, a large amount of beads and magazines 
pertaining to our hobby. 

Next Board Meeting – May 28, 2019 
Adjournment – meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Florence Brady, RRR Secretary 

May Board Meeting 
 

The meeting will be held Tuesday, May 28 at 7:00 PM 
in the club Lapidary Shop at the Fairgrounds. 

May Refreshments 
 
Refreshments for the May 14 Educational meeting are 
to be provided by Bill Counselman, Debra Anspaugh,  
Cindy Hume, Sarah Petersen and Cindy Pitois. Thank 
you all in advance! 
 

We could use more volunteers to bring refreshments 
at this meeting!   
 

The refreshment sign-up sheet is at the entrance, on 
the Greeter’s table. 

RRR Building Fund 
 

If you overpay on your membership dues, or simply 
wish to contribute, we will allocate your donation to the 
Building Fund. As soon as we reach a total of $500, a 
new savings account will be set up at our bank to be 
reserved for this fund. Currently we have $298. 
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LAPIDARY SHOP NEWS 
 

Want to remind everyone that Jim Hutchings is in the 
Rock Shop on Monday evenings for Mineral Identifica-
tion. With all the new specimens being picked up on sum-
mer rock hunting trips; we should be keeping him very 
busy. 
 

The 18 inch saw is up and running.  The 24 inch saw just 
needs a few more tweaks and some oil. So any day now! 
 

Due to the cost of keeping the 18 inch and the 24 inch 
saws working, we have increased the per slab price to 
$2.00.  Club Members still must be signed off by an In-
structor to use these saws.  
 

Want to thank Mark from Woodland for the Polishing Ma-
chine and the 2 wheel Cabbing machine.  The Polisher will 
be put to use in the shop and the Cabbing machine once it 
is looked over, will be auctioned off sometime in the fu-
ture. 
 

Keep your eyes on the bulletin for more happenings at the 
RRR Rock Shop!                                   — Denise Coyne 

Lapidary Classes 

Map to Maidu Center 

The May 14th RRR Educational 
Meeting will be held at the Maidu 
Community Center in Room #1.  
Meeting starts at 7:00. Room is open 
at 6:30. (Juniors will meet at 5:30.) 
 
On Rocky Ridge Dr., south of Doug-
las Blvd. turn at the traffic light, onto 
Maidu Dr. At the T intersection on the 
driveway, turn left, to the 2nd building 
on the left. This is the Maidu Commu-
nity Center. 
 
OK to park in circle driveway to un-
load and then re-park your car. Enter 
the building and go straight, through 
the Lobby area to the hallway on the 
Left. We will be at the end of this 
hallway. Look for our yellow RRR 
Meeting signs We are in room #1.  

FREE SERVICES TO VETERANS MAY 14-16 IN ROSEVILLE 
ROSEVILLE – Placer Veterans Stand Down, a non-profit organization whose mission is to help the Veteran population, is gear-
ing up for its annual event May 14th-16th, at @TheGrounds in Roseville. All Veterans and their legal spouses and children are 
invited to attend. For more info, see www.rosevilletoday.com/news/roseville/roseville-fairgrounds-to-host-placer-veterans-stand-
down-event/  

At very short notice, the Fairgrounds 
told us there would be no place for our 
club meeting at the grounds on May 
14, due to the Veterans’ events de-
scribed in the news item below.  

Crafty Days - Crafty Days is an open get togeth-
er/play day for anybody wanting to work on their 
craft while yakking and snacking! We always 
have fun! Bring whatever you are working on 
and a snack to share. We meet 1st and 3rd Mon-
days each month. No class or class fee, $5 for 
use of the Shop is the only fee. 10-2pm at the 
Lapidary Shop.  
 
There will be upcoming opal classes with 
George Comas in future months, so stay tuned. 

 
Register with Cathy Nelson, 
the Lapidary Classes Coordi-
nator 925-321-2024 
canelson2@netscape.net 
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Win a Week-long Trip to Camp Paradise! 
 
The Roseville Rock Rollers will offer a $405 scholarship 
to the annual Earth Science Studies (ESS) at Camp Para-
dise, for one week’s registration. This scholarship is to 
be awarded to a RRR’s society member, whose name is 
to be drawn at the June 11th educational meeting. 
 
Further information on the earth science camp can be 
found on the CFMS website: http://www.cfmsinc.org/
ESStudies/ESSoverview.htm 
 
The Roseville Rock Rollers Board decided to conduct 
the selection of a member to attend one week of the se-
lected members’ choice. 
 
Interested members are to fill out the form below or get 
one at the upcoming meetings, on May 14th and June 
11th. The drawing for the winner will be held during the 
June 11th meeting. Four (4) further names will be drawn, 
with a wait list created for the 2nd - 5th names, in the 
order so drawn. 

CONTEST FOR CAMP PARADISE -  
$405 SCHOLARSHIP 

CFMS LAPIARY EARTH SCIENCE STUDIES – 
CLIPPER MILLS, CA 

 
I would like to be entered into the drawing for 
one (1) scholarship for either of the 2 weeks 
listed below.  Please circle your preference. 
 
Week 1 Aug. 25 – Aug. 31, 2019 or  
Week 2 Sept. 1 – Sept. 7, 2019 
 
Name 
_______________________________________ 
 
Phone # 
_____________________________________ 
 
Email 
_______________________________________ 
 
Return this form to either the May 14th or June 
11th Education Meetings. Drawing will be at 
the June 11th Ed. Mtg.   Five names will be 
drawn, first name drawn is the winner, the re-
maining four will be placed on a waiting list, 
in the order drawn. 

Stifle Claim Field Trip - Near Georgetown 
 
TRIP LOCATION – Stifle Claim (Traverse Creek Special 
Interest Area) off of Highway 193 near Georgetown. 
 
TRIP DIFFICULTY RATING SCALE:  
Vehicle Access & Parking - # 3 - 4 vehicle access and park-
ing good for all vehicles and RV‘s, no specific handicap park-
ing. 
Collection or View Site - #5 – 1/2 mile to site with moderate 
difficulty. 
 
WHEN – Saturday, May 11, 2019. 
 

SPONSOR CLUB – Roseville Rock Rollers Gem & Mineral 
Society.  
 

LEADER & CONTACT INFO – RRR Field Trip Leader, 
Gene Doyle, (408) 605-9457. 
  
MEMBER'S GUESTS – Open to RRR Club Members, fam-
ily, and friends. 
 

COLLECTION MATERIAL – We will be looking for Ve-
suvianite, Clinochlore, and Grossular Garnets. 
 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE – We will be hiking from the 
parked location at 9:30 am to an area where we will look for 
the collection material. With walking time of 10 to 15 
minutes. We should allot a minimum of 3 to 4 hours of time 
for this trip. 
 

MEET - Meet at Traverse Creek Special Interest Area.  
Meeting time is 9:00 am. The parking is on the left side of 
Bear Creek Rd road. 
 

DIRECTIONS TO SITE – Take I-80 east to 49 south out of 
Auburn. At Cool turn left on 193 towards Georgetown. Turn 
left off of 193 onto Bear Creek Rd 1.3 miles from 
Georgetown.  
 

VEHICLE REQ'S – Any vehicle is okay. 
 

CAMP/FACILITIES –No bathroom facilities available at 
this location. 
 

TOOLS – Rock hammer, collecting bucket, rake or small 
shovel. 
 

SAFETY CONCERNS – Stay out of the water. Watch out 
for rattlesnakes and poison oak. 
 

CLIMATE/WEATHER – Typical May weather for this 
area, warm to Hot. 
 

CLOTHING - Wear clothing that will protect you from the 
sun such as a hat, long sleeves shirt, pants, and comfortable 
shoes.  
 

FOOD – Bring plenty of water. You can bring snacks and/or 
lunch. There are places to eat nearby for lunch (Georgetown). 
 

OTHER REMARKS – There are additional hiking trails if 
you want to explore more of the park on your own after the 
field trip.  
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A ROSEVILLE ROCK ROLLERS “ROCK HOUND RENDEZVOUS” AT VIRGIN VALLEY, NV 

TRIP LOCATION: Virgin Valley, Nevada. 
 
WHEN: (Memorial Day Weekend Friday, May 24 – Monday, 
May 27). 
 
MEMBERS’ GUESTS: This is a private mining claim open 
to the public. Anybody may join us at the mine campsite. 
There are no organized outings scheduled for this trip. Mining 
at the mine is not required for camping at the mine and with 
the group. As it is a private facility, there are no CFMS insur-
ance requirements for those attending. Should there be an or-
ganized, off site, trip for collection of other materials, those 
participating may be required to sign an informed consent and 
waiver. No contact with Leader is required. Just show up. 
 
COLLECTION MATERIAL: opals, preserved and petrified 
wood, selenite, and opalite. Apache Tears, Carnelian, and col-
orful Agates and Jaspers are found in the region close by.  
 
LEADER & CONTACT INFO: Jim Hutchings, 530-367-
5108 or 916-995-7380 jhutchings22@hotmail.com prior to 
and at the camp if the Wi-Fi is up.  
 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE: Fri. (or before), Arrive at the 
Royal Peacock mine, set up camp. Saturday, dig in bank or 
tailings at the Royal Peacock or bucket load and tailings at the 
Rainbow Ridge Mine. Sunday, the same. Monday. Depart for 
home. Drive time from Roseville is approximately 8 - 10 
hours. 
 
MEET: At the Royal Peacock Opal Mine and campsite. Lines 
for both opal mines start at 7:00 – 7:30 am. Rainbow Ridge 
requires ½ hour travel time from the Royal Peacock.  Start 
times for tail digging is anytime. Go on-line to Virgin Valley 
and Royal Peacock -- http://www.royalpeacock.com. Or 
www.rainbowridge.com. Bank material at the Rainbow is de-
livered in a pile by the owner operators and reservations are 
recommended for a “Pile” well ahead of time for this busy 
weekend.  
 
DIRECTIONS TO SITE/CAMP: From Hwy 80 at Winne-
mucca, go north on Hwy 95. From Hwy 95, go west-northwest 
on Hwy 140. Hwy 140 will make a sharp left west at Denio 
Junction. Just after topping out on the Dufferena Grade, watch 
for the Opal Mine signs and turn left. Driving on the dirt road 
for several miles, you will pass The Fish and Wildlife station 
and arrive at the old CCC camp and ponds. Continue on the 
main road turning right, take the right turn at the fork in the 
road and watch for the signs to Royal Peacock 13 miles. The 
roads are dirt and gravel but absolutely no challenge to 2 
wheel drive and low clearance vehicles. An alternate path is 
from Reno North to Lakeview Oregon, and then East on SR 
140 to Virgin Valley Road. Either way, gas up at Denio or 
Lakeview prior to heading into Virgin Valley if you plan on 
doing any exploring. Some folks stay in Winnemucca Thurs-
day or Friday night and can expect a two hour drive from Win-
nemucca to the mines. 
 
CAMP/FACILITIES: The Royal Peacock has been charging 
$12 per night per person for dry camping, showers, and flush 
toilet. The Royal Peacock has several “minimalist” trailers and 
a cabin for rent. However, you should make a reservation ear-
ly. Keep in mind, they are not five star facilities…..There are 

RV hook-ups available. Ice is available. The “store” has water, 
soda, and snacks available.  There is a one way pay telephone 
to the outside world, bring lots of quarters. No cell service in 
the valley. There is an outhouse up at the mine site, bring extra 
toilet paper. Wi-Fi is available at the Royal Peacock and some 
visitors have been able to get Verizon Cell service from the 
Rainbow Ridge Mine.  
 
TOOLS: Small pick, garden rake, small shovel or trowel, 
screwdriver (or similar tool), 5 gallon plastic buckets (one for 
sitting on), gloves, water squirt/spray bottle, kneeling pad, 
rock hammer, chisel, sledge hammer, hat sunscreen, collecting 
bag. The Estwing (now a Kingsley North product) gad bar 
makes an excellent chisel for working in this material. Plastic 
bags or larger wide mouth plastic containers for keeping wet 
opals wet in water.  
 
SAFETY CONCERNS: Protection from sun, rattlesnakes, 
wild burros. There are some mosquitoes depending on wind 
and temperature. The same goes for no-see-ums! You will 
want to spray your hair with DEET to prevent these rascals 
from biting your scalp. This is a kid-friendly site. As always, 
children should be well supervised. Those digging in the bank 
should pay close attention to instructions regarding undercut-
ting. Those who do not cave their wall so as to avoid undercut-
ting will be asked to leave the bank. The BLM and MSHA 
visit the site and will shut the digging down if the mine opera-
tors do not seriously enforce this safety procedure. There is a 
requirement for Hard Toe shoes, and the Peacock has some 
temporary toe covers available. Working at the wall requires a 
hard hat. The mine also has a supply of them available. 
 
CLIMATE & WEATHER: Variable, desert area. It may 
rain, snow, or be unbearably hot this early in the season. This 
year’s weather patterns are consistent with years past when the 
weather was cool at night but warm during the day.  It is rec-
ommended that you check Weather Channel or Accue Weath-
er for local weather at Denio prior to travel to make sure you 
are prepared. The desert winds can be strong, if you are tent 
camping, make sure you bring solid stakes and tie downs or 
your tent will end up in Wyoming! Bring firewood!!! 
 
FEES:  Digging at the bank at Peacock was $190 and Tail 
Digging at  $75.  Contact Rainbow Ridge for this year’s Buck-
et fees and Tail Digging fees. Check both mine web sites for 
current fees!!!  There are no obligations to dig at either mine 
while camping at the Royal Peacock. The region surrounding 
the opal camp is a treasure trove for mineral collectors and 
rock hounds. High clearance vehicles and slow speeds are 
recommended when traveling on any of the dirt roads outside 
of the Virgin Valley mining camps.  
 

Saturday, the Campers at the Royal Peacock will be treated to 
a BBQ, a presentation on the formation of opals and the geolo-
gy and history of the Virgin Valley opal fields. To be followed 
by a campfire, and if you have an instrument and can pound 
out a tune, jam with the others!  
 

REMEMBER TO BRING: Bug spray, extra water, tent stakes, 
sunscreen, carpet or foam pad to sit on, plastic rain poncho for 
momentary sprinkles or showers, camp fire wood, camp chair, 
Wampum Sticks if you have one, adult beverages are allowed 
at the campfire. Howling at the moon is required.  
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May Calendar  



Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

1 
Lapidary Shop 
5:00-9:00 pm  

2 
 

3 
 

 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
Crafty Day 10-2 
 

Lapidary Shop 
5:00-9:00 pm  
Mineral ID 

7 
 

8 
Lapidary Shop 
5:00-9:00 pm  

 10 11 
Stifle Claim 
Field Trip 
9:00 am 

12 
 

13 
Lapidary Shop 
5:00-9:00 pm  
Mineral ID 

14 
Meetings: 
Rookies 5:30 pm 
Club 7:00 pm 

15 
Lapidary Shop 
5:00-9:00 pm  

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 20 
Crafty Day 10-2 
 

Lapidary Shop 
5:00-9:00 pm 

21 
 

22 
Lapidary Shop 
5:00-9:00 pm  

23 24 
Virgin Valley 
Rock Hound 
Rendezvous 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

Shop 
Closed 

28 
Board Meeting 
7:00 pm 

29 
Lapidary Shop 
5:00-9:00 pm  

For more class information, contact  
Class Coordinator: Cathy Nelson  

(925) 321-2024 Email: canelson2@netscape.net   

30 31  

The Topaz Mountain trip was a big success despite 
some initial bad weather (before and on the way to 
the field trip). And car problems (Jim Barton’s). 
There were up to 37 people and 17 cars on any giv-
en day. The number of people and cars varied each 
day due to weather and some other things they 
wanted to do. I believe everybody got plenty of 
geodes and Topaz, and some were lucky enough to 
get red beryl.  
 
The added Topaz Mountain adventure blast also 
turned out to be very good. Everybody got plenty 
of Topaz from the blast and working through the 
rhyolite that came from the blast. I want to praise 
Ronda, the person that guided us through the blast, 
showed us where to work, and helped us and 
showed us how to find the Topaz. In addition to her 
help Ronda found and gave us additional Topaz for 
the group to share. Ronda also found and gave the 
Petersons some Topaz because they paid and had to 
leave early. In addition Ronda gave me a bag of 
topaz for the kids in our Rookie Rock Rollers to 
have and some rhyolite to hammer on. I strongly 
recommend for any age the Topaz Mountain Ad-
venture for anyone who wants  some good-looking 
Topaz and who wants to have fun. 

Field Trip Report—Topaz Mountain 

 
Don’t forget our Stifle Caim/Traverse 
Creek field trip planned for May 11th. 
 

And the Opal rendezvous at Virgin Valley 
Royal Peacock campground Memorial 
weekend, May 25th thru the 27th. 

 

— Gene Doyle, Field Trip Coordinator 
 

See more Topaz Mt. photos  on our website at 
www.rockrollers.com/gallery/2019/19topaz.html 

Birthstone: Emerald 

The Blast  
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May 4 - 5: JACKSON, CA 
Amador County Gem & Mineral Society 
Kennedy Mine, 12594 Kennedy Mine Rd (off Hwys 49/88) 
Hours: 10 - 4 daily 
Contact: Gaylene Lichty, (916) 698-9853 
Email: mountaingirl@volcano.net 
Website: amadorgemandmineral.org 
 
August 3 - 4: SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society 
San Francisco County Fair Building 
9th Avenue & Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park 
Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10 - 5 
Contact: Ellen Nott 
Email: ellen_nott@yahoo.com 
Website: sfgms.org 



Upcoming Northern California Shows  Co-Op and Other Field Trips 

May 4 Red Hills Recreational Management area for 
Dendritic Silica. Stockton Lapidary and Min-
eral Club. Contact: Jan Ervin  Field Trip Di-
rector  209-981-6768. 

May 11 Stifle Claim near Georgetown for Vesuvian-
ite, Clinochlore, and Grossular Garnets. Ro-
seville Rock Rollers. Contact: Gene Doyle, 
(408) 605-9457. 

May 24-27 Virgin Valley, NV for opals, preserved and 
petrified wood, selenite, and opalite. Apache 
Tears, Carnelian, and colorful Agates and 
Jaspers are found in the region close by. Ro-
seville Rock Rollers. Contact: Jim Hutchings, 
530-367-5108 or 916-995-7380  
jhutchings22@hotmail.com  

June 11-16 Numerous Spots in Central Oregon originat-
ing from Bend OR to include attending the 
Prineville OR. Pow Wow. Sacramento Min-
eral Society and Motherlode Mineral Society. 
Contact: Gina Malcolm (SMS) animal-
nurse668@outlook.com 707-685-4006  

 

2019 RRR SHOW 
 
It is never too late to brag about our Show! 
 
Once again we had another successful show! You 
might have heard that our RRR Show is the best and 
biggest in northern California! Well, it’s true! 
 
This accomplishment occurs because you have a very 
dedicated Show Committee whose Chairpersons have 
been committee members for years … and our Society 
has a great number of members (120) who unselfishly 
gave up hours and/or days of their time during the 3 
days of our Show weekend. 
 
Special thanks to all of you who donated your time, it 
has been deeply appreciated. 
 
Thought you might like to see how the attendance at 
our Shows has grown: 
 
2006 – 1,121 attendees 
 
Gradually increasing to: 
 
2012 - 1,683 adults 
 
2017 – 2866 adults 
 
2019 - 2864+ adults and over 540 children 
 
Florence Brady,  
RRR Show Secretary/Volunteer Coordinator 

Beryl 
 
Everyone admires the green fire 
of emerald and the watery blue 
charm of aquamarine, but not 
many realize that they are differ-
ent colors of the same mineral: 
beryl.  
 

There are other members of the 
beryl family much less known 
then their famous cousins. Pink 
and peach morganite, named af-

ter gem collector extraodinaire J.P. Morgan; heliodor, 
also known as golden beryl; rare red beryl, which is as 
red as emerald is green; pale green beryl, which is a 
green version of aquamarine; and colorless beryl, or go-
shenite, which shows off the brilliance of this gem fami-
ly. 
 

Colorless beryl, which is also known as goshenite, is 
also relatively rare. It is named after a deposit where it 
was found in Goshen, Massachusetts. The Greeks used 
colorless beryl as lenses; the first spectacles were proba-
bly beryl. 
 

http://www.gemstone.org/ 
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EDUCATIONAL MEETING      2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH, 7:00 PM 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 4TH TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH, 7:00 PM 

 
EDUCATIONAL MEETING LOCATION: ROSEVILLE FAIRGROUNDS, 
JOHNSON HALL, 800 ALL AMERICA CITY BLVD., ROSEVILLE, CA 

 

 

Changes and exceptions will be published in the bulletin. 
GUESTS AND VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME  

May 2019 

 

  
 


